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Sick leave reduction nears target 


ongratulations to the more than _ reduction, remember that we are not 
400 NJDOTers who did not use _ talking about using sick days for legiti- 


any sick leave time at all mate purposes. This campaign is meant 

during 1988. to help employees understand that sick 

This effort, combined with that of leave is like an insurance policy. You 
others who reduced their use of sick build up time against the unfortunate day 
leave last year, has given the Department when you may really need it. 
its best overall attendance record so far. Health problems can strike at any age. 
We averaged only 9.31 sick leave days | Accumulated sick leave is your protec- 
per employee in 1988, or a total of tion against losing that salary check after 
59,601 person days. Our goal for the an auto or skiing accident, an operation 
year was 8.5 days. or heart attack. Another benefit is that 

When we began the Sick Leave Re- half of your unused accumulated sick 
duction Program in 1980 to increase our leave can be converted into a cash pay- 
productivity, the average was 11.56 ment of up to $15,000 when you retire. 
days. Except for 1986 and 1987, we Setting goals is one way in which the 
have reduced the average each year. Department keeps track of important 

This year’s attendance figures look programs. That technique can work for 
even better. Almost 600 people have yet you, too. Try setting a goal for yourself— 
to use any sick leave. This brings us to reduce your use of sick time in the 
closer than ever to meeting our goal. coming year. 

Whenever we discuss sick leave Some day you may be glad you did. 
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Air quality becomes a hot 
issue for New Jersey, p.3 


Governor Kean launches 
effort to reduce global warming. Thomas H. Kean, Governor 


Robert A. Innocenzi, Acting Commissioner 


Sn OW Plow Road eo tests The Transporter is published 10 times a year for 


the employees and retirees of the New Jersey 


d rivers ki | i S 5 p. 5-6 Department of Transportation. It is written and 
designed by the Communications Office, Room 
Photos show employees ~ 1500, Annex I, Trenton, NJ 08625, (609) 530- 
competing in first competition. 2126. The Transporter is printed by the 
Department's Print Shop. 
Linda Artlip, Director of Communications; 


NJ DOT teachers prepare Camille Sinclair, Managing Editor; Gerald 


Guarnieri and William Shaughnessy, Page 
for students, p. 7 Editors; Frank Bridgewater and Gabriel 
Palmieri, Graphic Artists; James Hadden, David 
NJ DOTe rs learn how to help Haytaian, Debbie Lawler, Randy Linthurst and 
fellow empl oyees. Bonnie Williamson, Contributors; Jenni Jeavons, 


Rita Skillman and Linda Zajac, Support Staff. 


Eugene W. Shoup has been 
appointed Acting Regional 
Maintenance Engineer, Region 
Ill. He replaces 


BIRTHS: Dawn Tanner, 
Principal Clerk Steno, 
Maintenance, and her hus- 
band, Brett, welcomed the 
birth of a 5 Ib. 15 oz. daughter, 
Amber Jeanne, on July 18. 
Jeanne Smith in Engineering 
Support Services is the proud 
grandmother. 

Robert Parke, Crew 1160, 
Columbia, C&M, and his wife, 
Tina, are the proud parents of 
a7 Ib. 4 oz. girl, Christine 
Renee, born October 25. 

WEDDING BELLS: 
Teresa L. Kowalski, Secretar- 
ial Assistant IJ in Human 
Resources, was married to 
Thomas O. Manna in Trenton 
on October 28. 

AUTHOR, AUTHOR: 

One current and one retired 
NJDOTer have written books. 
Retiree Carmen Fiore co- 
authored a collection of letters 
and interviews on Italian- 
American women entitled 
Voices of the Daughters. C & 
M Tech. 4 Charles Feggans 
wrote Trapped By Impulsion, a 
fictional story about drugs and 
their affect on a family. 


Doris Wszolek, Pr. Clerk 
Steno., Design and ROW 
Support Services, 47 yrs.; 
Clifford D. Haines Jr., Pr. 
Engineer Transportation, 
Design and ROW Support 
Services, 32 yrs.; Harold J. 
Dodd, Truck Driver, C&M, 
25 yrs.; Anthony Gelak, 


Robert E. Leahey who retired 


in mid-October after 40 years 
of service. (See "Dinners" 
below) 


DINNERS: Robert E. 
Leahey, Regional Mainte- 
nance Engineer in Region III, 
will be honored at a retirement 
dinner on December 1 at 
Mastoris Restaurant in 
Bordentown. For more 
information contact Carolyn 
Louk at 201-308-4100 or Gina 
Casavillo at 201-308-4098. 

Frank Capasso, Principal 
Local Aid Investigator, who is 
retiring after 33 years, will be 
honored at a dinner on 
December 8 at the Sheraton 
Gardens in Freehold. For in- 
formation contact Pat 
Mazinsky at 201-308-4003. 
VOLLEYBALL WINNERS: 
Region III Design defeated 
Roadway Design Standards 
15-13 in the volleyball 
tournament held during 
Design's annual picnic. The 
team members included 
Warren Howard, Joe Fasan- 
ella, Mary Lou Hoschek, Mark 
Maida, Rob Rachini, Lynn 
Rich, Nick Dogias, Pete 
Therkelsen, Ken Afferton and 
Mike Martynenko. 


C&M Technician III, C&M, 
Zouvis,, nelenG, Coles Pr 
Payroll Clerk, Human Re- 
sources, 23 yrs.; Frank J. 
Luczkiewicz, 

Truck Driver, C&M, 19 yrs.; 
Thomas M. Procaccino, 

Sr. Repairer, Support Services, 
11 yrs. 


Assistant Commissioners Charles T. Edson and Alvin R. Little 


pose with those Employee Award recipients who attended and their 


supervisors. 


NJ employee achievement 
awards go to 31 NJDOTers 


State Employee Awards 
were presented on October 13 
to 31 NJDOTers and retirees 
in ceremonies at the Princeton 
Forrestal Center. 

The group had been nomi- 
nated by their supervisors for 
recognition in one of four 
categories--Heroism, Public 
Service, Professional Accom- 
plishment and Community 
Service. The recipients were: 
Joseph Bigg, C & M, Region 
2; John Hayes, Equipment, 
Region 2; Charles Palumbo, 
Electrical Maintenance; 
Stephen Haight, Electrical 
Maintenance; Arthur Sutton, 
Materials; Phillip Snow, 
Maintenance; Orville Abbott, 
Materials; Vandy Anderson, 
Materials; Philip A. Marchetti, 
Materials; William Bancroft, 
Construction, Region 4; 
Stanley F. Ripish, Construc- 
tion, Region 3; William C. 
DeLucia, Construction, Re- 
gion 4; Robert Buffin, Mainte- 


nance, Region 4; Robert 
Scancella, Construction, Re- 
gion 4; Andrea Parrella, Con- 
struction, Region 5; Jack 
Palumbo (retired), Construc- 
tion, Region 1; Francis Palise, 
Materials, Region 3; Susan M. 
Belko, Construction, Region 
5; Judith Tessein, Construc- 
tion, Region 5; Richard Bush, 
Landscape Architecture; 
Arthur Silber, Structural 
Project Management; Stacy 
Brugno, Deputy Commis- 
sioner's Office; Frank Batta- 
glia, Construction, Region 5; 
John Nelson, Drawbridge Op- 
erations; Enrico Postiglione 
(retired); David Bvers, Land- 
scape Architecture; Robert 
Preston, Landscape Architec- 
ture; John Spedding, Land- 
scape Architecture; John 
Jones, Scheduling and 
Monitoring; Roger Henry, 
Landscape Maintenance, 
Region 2; Michele Pierdinock, 
Interagency Coordination. 


William T. Edwards Sr., 
61, died October 22 in Venice, 
Florida. He retired in 1985 as 


a Financial Management and 
Operations Analyst after ten 
years of service. 


First NJDOT Snowplow Roadeo 
stresses winter skills and safety 


On a sunny, 70-degree 
October day more than 20 C&M 
personnel from all four regions 
took part in the first NJDOT 
Snowplow Roadeo at the ~ 
Department of Defense facility 
in Lawrence Township. 

Truck drivers, maintenance 
workers, equipment operators 
and other NJDOTers who oper- 
ate snow plows were eligible. 
Contestants earned a slot in the 
Lawrence finals by finishing in 
the top three in regional 
competitions. 

After taking a written test, 
contestants searched for pre-set 
defects on non-competing trucks 
and performed a general vehicle 
inspection before tackling the 
obstacle course. The obstacle 
course featured the kinds of 
obstructions plowers might find 
on the job--from parked cars to 


diminishing clearances. 

Individual winners were: First 
Place, Columbia Truck Driver 
Mark Timberman; Second Place, 
Lodi Truck Driver Walt Lynch; 
and Third Place, Branchville 
Equipment Operator Rich 
Straway. 

The crew title went to Colum- 
bia Crew 116 which included 
MWIs Charles Kelson and Dan 
Lambert and Truck Driver Mark 
Timberman. 

Dot Andres, Manager, Bureau 
of Maintenance Support, said the 
Roadeo gave maintenance crews 
a chance to check out snow 
equipment and hone their 
plowing skills. 

“Snow is not a happy thought 
for most of our maintenance 
crews,” said Andres. “It’s 
normal to avoid thinking about 
unpleasant things like long hours 


Individual winners included Lodi Truck Driver Walter Lynch (2nd), 
Columbia Truck Driver Mark Timberman (Ist) and Branchville 


Equipment Operator Rich Straway (3rd). 


| 


in the middle of the night. 
However, equipment and 
material must be ready to handle 
the winter weather. Operation 
Checkout and the Snowplow 
Roadeo gave us a chance get 
ready, train our crews and have 
some fun at the same time.” 

Andres said the Roadeo was a 
leaming experience for many 
drivers. 

“Developing skills and 
knowledge is one of the biggest 
benefits of the Roadeo,” said 
Andres. “One driver told me he 
found out he didn’t know every- 
thing about the daily truck 
check-out. Others realized that 
accurate plowing depends more 
on skill and safety than speed.” 

According to Andres, credit 
for organizing the Roadeo 
belongs to Administrative Super- 
visor John DeMatteo. 


DeMatteo called Regional 
Engineers and Maintenance 
Supervisors to ask what they 
thought of the idea. With their 
blessings, DeMatteo put together 
a task force of maintenance, 
equipment and safety people to 
do the planning. 

“We’ve never done anything 
like this for the front line 


people,” DeMatteo noted. “Our 
snowplowing crews have a tough 
job that requires a great deal of 
skill. The Roadeo gave us a 
chance to recognize and reward 
those skills.” 

Based on this year’s turnout 
and contestant comments, 
DeMatteo believes participation 
in next year’s Roadeo may 
double. 

“The drivers said they really 
enjoyed the event,” DeMatteo 
said. “We’ll try to improve the 
event--we may add different 
classes of trucks and even 
loaders and graders.” 


(ABOVE) C & M Assistant 
Commissioner Charles Edson 
helps Engineering Tech 4 
Donna Cooper record results. 
Const. Repairer I Clarence 
Hemingway and Truck Driver 
Harry Dalton are watching for 


(LEFT) Finding pre-set defects in theirscores. 


these trucks was one of the Roadeo 
skill tests. 


(ABOVE) Columbia Crew 116 won first place in the team competition. 
Crew members were MWI Charles Kelson, Truck Driver Mark 
Timberman and MWI Dan Lambert. 


(LEFT) Equipment Inspector Doug Strickland keeps time while 
Bordentown Equipment Operator Roger Pollack points out truck 


The first part of the obstacle course required drivers to drive straight 
defects to judge Ken Apgar. 


through a double row of tennis balls. 
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Andres said the Roadeo was a 
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Andres. “One driver told me he 
found out he didn’t know every- 
thing about the daily truck 
check-out. Others realized that 
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According to Andres, credit 
for organizing the Roadeo 
belongs to Administrative Super- 
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skill tests. 
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Crew members were MWI Charles Kelson, Truck Driver Mark 
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Commissioner Charles Edson 
helps Engineering Tech 4 
Donna Cooper record results. 
Const. Repairer I Clarence 
Hemingway and Truck Driver 
Harry Dalton are watching for 
their scores. 


Bordentown Equipment Operator Roger Pollack points out truck The first part of the obstacle course required drivers to drive straight 


defects to judge Ken Apgar. 


through a double row of tennis balls. 


Briefs 


Bridge bond 


sale approved 


Voters approved a $115 
million bond issue for 
bridge repairs and railroad 
rights-of-way purchases. 

State, county and orphan 
bridges will receive $90 
million for repairs. The 
remaining $25 million will 
be used to preserve rail 
rights-of-way for mass 
transit projects. 

It is estimated that 
$5-7 billion dollars would 
be needed to repair or 
replace the aging bridges in 
the state. 


Harrison Street 
Bridge reopens 


Assistant Commissioner 
James A. Crawford partici- 
pated in a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony which opened the 
new Harrison Street Bridge 
over Carnegie Lake in 
Princeton on November 2. 

The $5.6 million project 
was funded by federal grants 
and state Transportation 
Trust Fund with additional 
participation by Princeton 
Township, Princeton 
Borough, Mercer County 
and Princeton University. 


Bicycling book 
offered to public 

The NJDOT is offering a 
booklet entitled New Jersey 
Bicycling Information. 

The booklet promotes the 
increased use of the bicycle 
as a means of personal 
transportation. It provides 
lists of bicycling organiza- 
tions and publications. 

Using a bicycle is good 
exercise and is beneficial to 
the environment. 

Copies are available from 
William Feldman, at (609) 
292-7121. 


Air quality becomes 
hot issue for New Jersey 


The United States is respon- 
sible for 20 percent of carbon 
dioxide emissions worldwide. 
And New Jersey — the third 
smallest state — accounts for 
2.5 percent of these earth- 
warming emissions. 

As a result, Governor 
Thomas H. Kean issued an 
Executive Order last month 
proposing statewide programs 
to help stem the rise in the 
earth’s temperature. This so- 
called greenhouse effect is 
caused by combustion. 

Kean urged counter 
measures to reduce carbon 
dioxide such as increasing tree 
planting on state lands, 
studying of the rise of sea 
level and creating greenways. 
(NJDOT already plants 1,000 
trees for every mile of 
roadway construction.) 

The Governor also said 
New Jersey would consider 
regulating the use of chlo- 
rofluorocarbons to stem the 
depletion of the ozone layer in 
the upper atmosphere. The 
ozone layer prevents harmful 
ultraviolet rays from reaching 
the earth. The ozone layer 
over the South Pole may have 
been irrevocably damaged. 

“NJDOT will take steps to 
reduce the greenhouse effect 
as well as the destruction of 
the ozone layer,” said Chief of 
Staff Judith Shaw Berry. “We 
will pay increased attention to 
laboratory and air condition- 
ing materials (especially 
ozone-destroying chlo- 
rofluorocarbons), how we 
retrofit our buildings and 
repair our vehicles.” 

In another program, New 
Jersey is developing a state 
implementation plan (SIP) to 
show how it intends to meet 
the federal clean air standards 
that will take effect in the 


1990s. The SIP will focus on 
the ozone level closest to 
earth. Assistant Commissioner 
James A. Crawford has 
assigned the Bureaus of 
Environmental Analysis 
(BEA) and Statewide Planning 
to this project. 

Working with the DEP, the 
lead agency for SIP develop- 
ment, NJDOT will address 
mobile sources of pollution. 
“While car emissions have 
become somwhat cleaner since 
the 1982 SIP, we still have a 
far way to go to reduce the 
volume of emissions which is 
dirtying the air we breathe,” 
said BEA’s Dominick Bollera. 

The SIP will receive help 
from "Project: Clean Air,” a 
public/private partnership 


which includes NJDOT. 
“Clean Air” will build public 
support for improving New 
Jersey’s air quality. One of its 
first tasks will be to find out 
what residents are willing to 
do to improve their air. 

“We intend to conduct a 
statewide poll and focus 
groups to learn what the public 
knows about the causes of air 
pollution and what steps they 
are willing to take to address 
the problem,” said Berry, who 
chairs the "Clean Air" Com- 
munications subcommittee. 

“We can’t meet our air 
quality goals if the public 
doesn’t comply with the SIP,” 
Berry said. “So getting the 
public involved from the start 
is the key.” 


Global Warming 


Carbon dioxide and 

other gases absorb 

infrared radiation in 

the troposphere and 
warm the earth. 


NJDOTers learn ABCs for tutoring adults 


The Department took its 
first steps in dealing with adult 
illiteracy last month as 30 em- 
ployees turned out to learn the 
ABCs of tutoring. 

It is estimated that NJDOT’s 
5,500 employees will reflect 
the state’s 10% adult illiteracy 
rate. 

The literacy program has the 
support of top management. 
NJDOT tutors will be trained 
on release time during regular 
work hours. When the 
employee-students are identi- 
fied, one-and-a-half hour 
sessions will take place twice 
a week on release time. 

“Tt takes a long time to bring 
a non-reader to read,” said 
Laura Breslin, Literacy Ad- 
ministrator and tutor at the 
Trenton Library, one of the 
first libraries to fund such a 
position. “Once a week just 


doesn’t make it happen. 

“Most adults who can’t read 
have failed at reading in the 
classroom, all have an emo- 
tional garbage bag on their 
back and they’ve never had 
enough time to succeed,” she 
said. “But they’re succeeding 
at life. They are holding jobs 
and raising families. 

“I’m excited about the 
NJDOT program,” Breslin 
said. “The built-in release time 
factor should guarantee 
success stories and the self- 
help materials are excellent. 
It’s an excellent opportunity to 
help fellow workers improve 
their self-images and their 
ability to earn more money 
while at the same time becom- 
ing more valuable 
employees.” 

Breslin will train the 
NJDOT tutors. She will also 


Comments from NJDOTers who attended the orientation 


"Best thing I've seen the 

Department do in the 14 

years I've been here." 
Jim Beck, 
Equipment Operator 


“Td like to help.” 
Pat Brinson, 
Legal Proc. Negotiator 


“I’m interested in volunteer 
work. Communication is 
important." 

Cheryl Taliaferro, 

Asst. Landscape Architect 


"It’s worthwhile." 
Donna Szwedo, 
Secretarial Assistant 


Region Il breaks record 


Crews 318 and 367 have a 
reason to be proud. They now 
hold the NJDOT record for 
placing the most tons 
(2,725.3) of bituminous 
paving material in one day. 

The record was set on May 
19 when the crew was resur- 
facing a section of Route 34 
near the Earle Depot. The 
record was verified by I.B. 
Senyk, Chief, Bureau of Main- 
tenance Engineering, whose 
office has been keeping such 
records since the mid-70's. 

The crew members respon- 
sible were: J. Michael Mears, 
Area Supervisor; Charles 


Reilly, Crew Supervisor; 
Gerald Wilson, Asst. Crew 
Supervisor; Daniel Ward and 
Thomas Loftus, both Mainte- 
nance Worker I; Lawrence 
Darling, Truck Driver; Dennis 
Inman, Robert Painter, Israel 
Roman, Gregory Walters and 
Ralph Raspatello, Construc- 
tion Repairer; and Arthur 
Dayton, Equipment Operator. 
From the Bureau of Equip- 
ment: William Hovemeyer, 
Everett Morgan, Harold 
Ridgway, George Spencer and 
Waldron Davidson Sr., Heavy 
Equipment Operators. 


i 


Dorothea Madden, Dept. of Education; Laura Breslin, Trenton 
Library, and Fay Wood, NJDOT Human Resources, discuss plans 
for the reading tutor's workshop. 


work with Fay Wood in 
Human Resources to help 
Trenton area supervisors to 
identify students for the 
literacy program and match 
them with tutors. 

“Tutoring isn’t for every- 
one,” Breslin said. “For 
example, people who like to 
control others will become 
frustrated. You can’t make it 
happen in your own time or at 
your pace.” 

The tutors will be asked for 


a one-year commitment to 
their students. 

Governor Thomas H. Kean 
urged the members of his 
Cabinet to tackle illiteracy in 
their agencies. Former 
Commissioner Hazel Frank 
Gluck initiated the program at 
the NJDOT and it has 
received enthusiastic support 
from Acting Commissioner 
Robert A. Innocenzi. 

For further information, call 
Fay Wood at 530-6135. 


Attention, 
singers and musicians. 


We are looking for 
employees who wish to 
perform at the annual employee 


Holiday Party 
in the Headquarters Cafeteria on 
Friday afternoon, December 15. 
If you sing or play a band instrument 
please call the Transporter 
at (609) 530-2122. 


ERR ANI 


Here is a project which was a joint venture by the NJDOT and several other agencies. If you can identify this photograph, send 
your answer in writing along with your name, title and unit to Transporter, Room 1500, Headquarters, Trenton. It is not 
necessary to send the Transporter photograph with your answer. Please submit your answer by December 1. 


35 identify the mini-park in Newark 


Only 35 DOTers correctly identified the photograph of award winning 
mini-park at Route 21 and Raymond Boulevard in Newark. The project 
won a commendation for design achievement from the National Land- 
scape Architecture Awards Program The correct replies came from: 

Tom Banks, C&M Tech. II, Region Il; Joseph A. Bigg, Asst. Crew 
Supervisor, Highway Construction; Siegfried Brueckner, Pr. Engineer, 
Region III Design; Blase Cassibba, ROW Negotiator; Peter Celentano, 
Crew Supervisor, C&M; Bob Conti, Pr. Engineer, Roadway Design 
Standards; Domingo Cortado, Sr. Engineer, Design; Dominick Critelli, 
Pr. Engineer, Region I Design; Wojtek Czajkowski, C&M Tech. IV, 
Region II; Vijesh Darji, Asst. Engineer, Region II Design; Anna 
Dostanko, Sr. Clerk Typist, Design; Cliff Ellis, Director, Division of 
Regional Design; Maria M. Faulkner, Regulatory Affairs; Luis Galarza, 
Sr. Engineer, Design; Clinton Griggs, Pr. Land. Architect, Landscape 
Architecture; Jayant Khetani, Sr. Engineer, Design; Mary Kijesky, 
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1035 Parkway Avenue, CN 600 

Trenton, NJ 08625 


Deadline - 

for the December issue 
December1 | 
~Sendin your _ 
‘Good News' forms _ 


Word Processing Specialist Il, Legal Division; Herman J. Krieg, Project 
Engineer, Region II; Glenn Lawrence, Pr. Engineer, Region II Design; 
G. Leuci, Regional Maintenance Supervisor, Region IV; John Liguori, 
Maintenance Worker J; Ronald G. Martino, C&M Technician II, 
Region II; Gregory McMahon, Truck Driver; William E. Murphy III, 
Sr. Traffic Investigator, Traffic Engineering and Safety Programs; Jay 
Patel, Sr. Engineer, Region I Construction; Bhavesh N. Shah, Asst. 
Engineer, Utilities and R.R.; Robert Shu, Sr. Engineer, Structural 
Engineering Svs.; Henry Soloway, Project Engineer, Region II Design; 
Richard F. Spoerl, Project Engineer, Construction; Richard Svetz, 
Project Engineer, Region IJ Construction; Tom Thatcher, Policy 
Analysis; John Tomchick, Sr. Engineer, Electrical; Bob Verner, Pr. 
Engineer, Region I Local Aid; Mitchell Zajac, C&M Tech. III, Region 
II; Joe Zdaniewicz, Asst. Crew Supervisor, Equipment. 
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